broad to reflect the breath of the disciplines, their intersections and the outcomes that underpin the science of animal production, hence the name animal biosciences. To this end, the Editor-inChief will invite leaders, in the many aspects of and areas that impinge on the animal sciences, to reflect on the developments and possible future directions of their discipline.
For many years APS has placed great emphasis on Special Issues (http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/73/aid/66.htm) as a unique means of promoting high-quality research in thematic areas that present significant challenges in the animal sciences. The journal usually publishes at least two Special Issues per volume. From 2013 the journal has commenced the publication of Virtual Special Issues (http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/73/aid/ 66.htm) comprised of papers published in different issues of APS or other cognate CSIRO journals where the quality and quantity of the contributions justifies it. These innovations have improved the visibility and accessibility of the journal content and are assisting in maximizing the 'impact' of the science.
Animal Production Science will continue to improve, but this trajectory of gradual evolution is dependent on the ongoing support of our authors and readers. The Journal's impact factor has steadily increased and is now 1.28. This improvement reflects the efforts of many, including the quality of our authors, our reviewers, Associate Editors and the support provided by the Editorial Office to facilitate the rapid turnaround of manuscripts and the many interactions between authors, reviewers and Associate Editors. To help us maintain our trajectory, your suggestions on the traditional contributed reviews published in APS since its inception and the developments outlined above including, potential topic areas and authors, would be most welcome. 
